
STRONG HEART STUDY 
THESIS PROPOSAL GUIDELINES 

We encourage degree candidates to submit proposals that utilize Strong Heart Study data 
to address research questions related to cardiovascular health outcomes. 

Degree candidates submit a thesis or dissertation proposal that is then reviewed by the 
Strong Heart Study Publications and Presentations Committee (SHS P&P). SHS P&P 
members review all proposals and consults with degree candidates regarding the availability 
of data that are needed for each proposed project, which should be feasible in terms of 
availability of data. The committee makes a recommendation to approve the proposal, deny 
the proposal, or to defer a decision pending additional information or clarification from the 
investigators. After receiving approval from the Publications and Presentations Committee, 
the project may commence.  

The following are additional requirements: 

• If you have SHS data from previous work, please delete data collected from one 
participating community. This community withdrew consent. Their data may not be 
included in any analyses. An exclusion list will be provided upon request for an 
approved paper proposal.

• Degree candidates must comply and respond regularly to the status survey on their 
approved thesis or dissertation proposals conducted by the SHS Publications and 
Presentations Committee twice a year.

• If any papers are to be generated from a thesis or dissertation, authors should submit 
separate paper proposals to SHS P&P by following the SHS Paper Proposal Guideline.

• An acknowledgement of the grant support for the Strong Heart Study is required for 
publications and presentations.

• Suggested acknowledgement of the grant support for the Strong Heart Study:
The Strong Heart Study has been funded in whole or in part with federal funds from the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, National Institute of Health, Department of 
Health and Human Services, under contract numbers 75N92019D00027, 
75N92019D00028, 75N92019D00029, & 75N92019D00030.  The study was previously 
supported by research grants: R01HL109315, R01HL109301, R01HL109284, 
R01HL109282, and R01HL109319 and by cooperative agreements: U01HL041642, 
U01HL041652, U01HL041654, U01HL065520, and U01HL065521. The content is solely 
the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of 
the National Institutes of Health, the Indian Health Service, or the participating Tribal 
Nations.

• Do not mention any tribal/community name in a thesis or dissertation, including the 
acknowledgement section.
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